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INGOMA (1998, rev. 2000) Hendrik Hofmeyr (¥1957)

Commissioned by the Hugo Lambrechts Youth Orchestra

As its title indicates, Ingoma is a free adaptation of Xhosa traditional music. Apart from the brief introduction and coda,
which may be omitted, the work consists of two sections, respectively based on a well-known lullaby, Thula,
babana, and the even better-known Ugongqot’hwane. As in their traditional settings, the melodies are repeated a
number of times, with gradual variation and accumulation of accompanying textures. In the case of
Uqongqot’hwane, these textures are derived from the motifs heard on the brass in the introduction. These motifs
reappear in the coda, after the climactic combination of the two main melodies.

Hendrik Hofmeyr was born in Cape Town in 1957. His first major success as a composer came in 1988 with the
performance at the State Theatre of The Fall of the House of Usher, which won the South African Opera Competition
and was also awarded the Nederburg Opera Prize. In the same year, Hofmeyr, who was furthering his studies in Italy
during ten years of self-imposed exile as a conscientious objector, obtained first prize in an international competition in
Trent with music for a short film by Wim Wenders. In 1992 he accepted a post as lecturer at the University of
Stellenbosch, and in 1997 won two further international competitions, the Queen Elisabeth Competition of Belgium
(with Raptus for violin and orchestra) and the Dimitri Mitropoulos Competition in Athens (with Byzantium for high
voice and orchestra). Hofmeyr is currently professor and Head of Composition and Music Theory at the University of
Cape Town, where he obtained his Doctorate in 1999. His Incantesimo for flute was chosen to represent South Africa at
the Congress of the International Society of Contemporary Music in Croatia in 2005, and in 2008 he was honoured with
a Kanna Award by the Klein Karoo National Arts Festival. He received the UCT Creative Arts Award for his Second
Symphony — The Elements in 2018. Hofmeyr’s oeuvre includes six operas, two ballets, two symphonies, twelve concerti
and numerous vocal and instrumental works, of which some 130 are commissions.

ORCHESTRA

2 Flauti

2 Oboi

2 Clarinetti in si bemolle
2 Fagotti

3 Corni in fa

3 Trombe in si bemolle

3 Tromboni (III. Trombone tenore-basso con chiave di fa)
Tuba

4 Timpani

Batteria (3 esecutori): Tamburo militare, Cassa rullante, Gran cassa,
Triangolo, Tamburino, Piatto sospeso, Tam-tam,
Blocco di legno, 5 Blocchi di legno cinesi

Violini I

Violini II

Viole

Violoncelli

Contrabbassi (II. meta a 5 corde)

PARTITURA IN DO (Contrabbassi trasposti all’ottava sopra)

DURATA: c. 6-7 min.

COVER: Woolly Mealie Louse by Nicolaas Maritz
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INGOMA

Prelude*

* The work may be performed without the Prelude and Postlude.

Hendrik Hofmeyr
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