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Outline of the conversation

● Brief introduction of the topic 
● About Wikimedia Projects
● Anatomy of an article
● Africanisation and Decolonisation
● Benefits of using Wikimedia for teaching
● Possible approaches that can be used
● Examples 
● Useful Wikimedia Campaigns
● Support using Wikimedia in the classroom



What is Wikimedia?

Wikimedia is a global movement whose mission is to bring free educational 
content to the world.

The stated goals:

• developing and maintaining open content;
• wiki-based projects;
• providing the full contents of those projects to the public free of charge;
• political advocacy.



Wikimedia projects



The fundamental principles of 
Wikipedia

Five principles

1. Wikipedia is an encyclopedia 
2. Wikipedia is written from a neutral point of view 
3. Wikipedia is free content that anyone can use, edit, and distribute 
4. Wikipedia's editors should treat each other with respect and civility 
5. Wikipedia has no firm rules 



Anatomy of an article (1)

Create an account, which will 
give you access to all features 
of WP and help build your 
online profile

View history which allows you to 
view and compare past versions of 
the page



Anatomy of an article (2)
Talk  appears at the top of each article. 
This is a place for you and other 
contributors to plan article structure, 
discuss and build consensus on article 
content, and ask for help., It is a good 
practice to study the talk  page to o 
acquaint yourself wit the content of that 
article.

Help provides 
assistance to learn 
more about how 
Wikipedia works

Recent changes 
allows you to view  
edits made to all 
Wikipedia articles 
in chronological 
order. This allows 
you to monitor 
articles for 
mistakes and 
vandalism

You can upload different kinds of media to an 
article. A Wikipedia article with accept all 
popular formats for images, animation,audio, 
and video.

Lead section summarizes the key 
points covered in an article.

Wikipedia exists in over 285 languages



Anatomy of an articles (3)





On Africanisation and Colonisation

Acknowledge

that there is a western bias

that there is a gender gap

that not all knowledges are represented, specifically not indigenous 
knowledge

Opportunity

For Innovation, 

reinvention etc.

Using Wikipedia as a tool for knowledge diffusion and the 
decolonisation of the internet



Africanisation 

…...is extremely important, considering the bias 
towards the Global North,  and that is why we 
would like to get UCT and its knowledge base 
engaged

Zulu Wikipedia : 
4174 articles and 
is 247th 
Wikipedia

Xhosa Wikipedia: 
1059 articles 
260th Wikipedia

Afrikaans 
Wikipedia:
94 000 articles
84th Wikipedia



Africanise Wikipedia: few more facts

• WIKIPEDIA, the free online encyclopedia edited by its readers,

– Projects exist to increase content emanating from Africa.
– Wikipedia is the sixth-most popular website and generates 15% of all internet traffic.

– Data show that more than 80% of entries and edits originate in Europe and North 
America.

– Countries such as the US, Germany, the UK and France have an average of more than a 
million edits every quarter, and Africa manages only a few thousand.

– A project called WikiAfrica is set to change that. It will try to Africanise Wikipedia by 
generating and expanding 30,000 articles 

– done by activating communities and individuals to contribute their stories and 
knowledge to Wikipedia."The majority of entries on Wiki — even about Africa — have 
been written by people in Europe and America. They write their entries based on 
their knowledge and the media that they consume. 



On Decolonisation and 
Gender Imbalance

Which are hot topics for the HE sector and many 
more articles and research deserve to be 
included in Wikipedia -
multi-lingual, free and collateral content, free 
knowledge, no advertising, peer review, 
sourcing, footnotes and research and critical 
decolonised thinking skills.





Benefits of using Wikimedia Projects in 
Teaching  (1/2)

● Teaching students how to evaluate 
Wikipedia, within its editorial standards

● Learning to use Wikipedia as a starting 
point for research 

● Show students how to use article 
histories and discussion pages to 
evaluate the articles’ current status 
within the Wikipedia community.



Benefits (2/2)

● Creativity and critical thinking in research and 
writing online is encouraged 

● Gaps in Wikipedia’s content can be filled.
● Allows students to participate in a strong 

global community and practice effective 
public engagement.  It gives students the 
opportunity to “give back” to a resource 
they’ve benefitted from

● Building research skills 



Possible Approaches to using Wikipedia (and 
its sister projects)

● Introduce Wikipedia as a class discussion.
● Critiquing an article relevant to course 

content.
● Editing or Expanding an article
● Translating existing articles into South 

African languages
● Creating new articles related to the 

course



University of Southern California 



Examples from Universities in Bangladesh and 
Turkey



Bath Spa University



University of Edinburgh 



Wiki Campaigns that may be of interest



Support for incorporating Wikimedia Projects 
into teaching

● Resources, Support and Guidance from WikiEdu  -
https://wikiedu.org/teach-with-wikipedia/

● Support and Guidance and Training from the chapter 
WikimediaZA

● Support and Guidance and Training from the 
Wikibrarians in the library

● Resources, Support and Guidance from other 
Wikimedians who have incorporated Wikimedia 
Projects into their teaching.    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:University_of_Edinburgh



Thank You
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