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Summary 

This document reports a simple nominal CPUE index for the catches taken 

by the Edinburgh and Geo Searcher off Tristan da Cunha island since 2007. 

The vessel Edinburgh (owned by Ovenstones Agencies) has been utilised to catch outstanding TAC at the 

Tristan da Cunha island for the 2007-20151 seasons. This was replaced by a new vessel the Geo searcher 

in 2016, but this vessel only started fishing at Tristan only from 2017 onwards. Powerboats manned by 

islanders catch the bulk of the TAC each year, but increasingly due to weather constraints and falling 

catch rates, the Edinburgh has been catching the outstanding TAC at the island. The Edinburgh has had 

certain constraints imposed since the 2011 season, for example that fishing must occur in waters deeper 

than 50 fathoms with no fishing to take place between Anchorstock Point and Big Point. The catch is 

landed using Monster traps. 

A simple nominal CPUE is reported in Table 1 below, where the CPUE is the average catch per day each 

season by the Edinburgh or Geo Searcher.  

  

                                                           
1
 The split season is referred by the first year i.e. 2007 refers to the 2007/08 season. 
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Table 1: CPUE (MT catch per day). 

Season CPUE (MT catch per day) 

2007 3.28 

2008 3.61 

2009 2.80 

2010 1.50 

2011 1.83 

2012 2.22 

2013 1.21 

2014 1.92 

2015 1.18 

2016 - 

2017 3.45 

2018 1.26 

2018 2.19 

 

 

Figure 1: CPUE (average MT catch per day). 

 


