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1. About ZivaHub | Open Data UCT

2. The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT

3. Data Stewards in the Scholarly Commons & GLAM Lab 

context 

4. Key Activities in the context of ZivaHub, UCT DMP & iBali

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/


Friday, 5th March 2021

● ‘Ziva’ is the Shona word for ‘to know.’

● ZivaHub is UCT’s institutional publishing and access platform for research data outputs.

● Figshare for Institutions provides enhanced functionality to ZivaHub.

● While the designated community is UCT staff and students, there are also many 

international collaborators, and also NB the general public.

About ZivaHub | Open Data UCT

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
http://www.figshare.com/
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT
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Source: ‘Data Stewards,’ Digital Library Services. (Online) Accessible:  http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards 

Our mission

To form a Community of Practice (CoP) around good data practices 
within research by developing and maintaining a vibrant, sustainable 
data culture at UCT.

The community drives innovation at UCT in the areas of:

● Open Science

● Digital Curation

● Digital Scholarship

● Research Data Management

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT
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Source: ‘Data Stewards,’ Digital Library Services. (Online) Accessible:  http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards 

What is a Data Steward?

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT

The members of our community represent a wide spectrum of 

knowledge domains and skills, highlighting UCT’s interdisciplinarity. 

While the Data Champions showcase the need for good research 

data practises within their research domains, the Data Stewards take 

on more hands-on tasks within these communities. DLS assists the 

Stewards with curating and publishing data on ZivaHub, creating and 

reviewing Data Management Plans on UCT DMP, performing Data 

Curation Profile interviews, and more.
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Source: ‘Data Stewards,’ Digital Library Services. (Online) Accessible:  http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards 

Who are we?

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/
https://dmp.lib.uct.ac.za/
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT
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context: Scholarly Commons

Adapted from: Bosman, Jeroen, Ian Bruno, Chris Chapman, Bastian Greshake Tzovaras, Nate Jacobs, Bianca Kramer, Maryann Martone, et al. 2017. ‘The Scholarly Commons - Principles and Practices to Guide Research Communication’. Open Science Framework. September 15. osf.io/6c2xt 

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT

The UCT Data Stewards and Champions community serves as an important 

network between the researchers and the digital librarians. We combine 

disciplinary expertise with an understanding of good data practices. While 

the Stewards provide domain-specific knowledge to assist the libraries and 

their colleagues with the processes of curating research data from various 

fields, the Champions are (typically) more high-ranking academics who 

advocate for good data management practices within their departments - 

such as the DVCs with ZivaHub stickers on their laptops. 
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Source: ‘Data Stewards,’ Digital Library Services. (Online) Accessible:  http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards 

Why are we?

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT
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Inspired by: Savage, James. University of Cambridge Data Champions. Online. Accessible: https://www.data.cam.ac.uk/intro-data-champions

context: GLAM Lab

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://www.data.cam.ac.uk/intro-data-champions


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT

Digital Library Services drives this community by sharing relevant 

resources, holding training sessions, and providing ongoing support related 

to data activities within all research disciplines. We meet informally once 

every month to share ideas, stories and news around working with data at 

UCT. We are always present on a dedicated group in Microsoft Teams , 

where the sharing of questions and ‘pro tips’ is warmly encouraged.
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Source: ‘Data Stewards,’ Digital Library Services. (Online) Accessible:  http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards 

The role of DLS

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3a5244d535c30c4363aaff80f98e394195%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=33b6cd06-1191-434f-8b1d-ae195beb0c5f&tenantId=92454335-564e-4ccf-b0b0-24445b8c03f7
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/dls/data-stewards


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT

● Review data submissions for their department/group on ZivaHub

● Write a Figshare case study with DLS about how their department/group uses ZivaHub
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Key activities (1)

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT
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Key activities (1)

Each group with a data steward maintains a curation checklist:

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/
https://zivahub.uct.ac.za/


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT

● Create/review DMPs with/by members of their 

department/group on UCT DMP

● Create a customised DMP template on UCT DMP 

for their department/group

● Performing a Data Curation Profile Interview with their 

department/group on UCT DMP
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Key activities (2)

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://dmp.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://dmp.lib.uct.ac.za/


The Data Stewards and Champions CoP at UCT

● Showcasing selected digital collection(s) from their department/group on Ibali

a. develop item and metadata details together with UCT Libraries

b. assist with enhancing metadata to showcase items from collections and the 

connections between them

c. upload items and maintain the sites

d. act as liaisons between the collection

and its digital showcase 
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Key activities (3)

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/ibali/page/welcome


A big thank you … 
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… to all those who have come before us:

Recommended reading:

● University of Cambridge, Data Champions 🔗
● DANS (Data Archiving and Networked Services), Training 🔗
● TU Delft, Data Stewardship 🔗
● Databasic, Data Culture Project 🔗
● Data Curation Profiles, Toolkit 🔗

The idea for creating a community such as this one was inspired by the 

wonderful initiatives of colleagues at the University of Cambridge  

(James Savage), TU Delft  (Marta Teperek) and the University of 

Sheffield  (Rosie Higman) - thank you for showing us the way! 

http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://www.data.cam.ac.uk/intro-data-champions
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/about/services/training-consultancy/training
https://www.tudelft.nl/en/library/current-topics/research-data-management/r/support/data-stewardship/about/
https://databasic.io/en/culture/
http://datacurationprofiles.org/overview.php
https://www.data.cam.ac.uk/intro-data-champions
https://www.tudelft.nl/en/library/current-topics/research-data-management/r/support/data-stewardship/contact/
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/staff/news/data-handling-1.827050
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/staff/news/data-handling-1.827050

