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Developing a nuanced understanding of social equity can be complex and slow. Yet, working from the ground up to achieve social equity can address local societal

challenges while ultimately contributing to addressing broader societal challenges and achieving global Sustainable Development Goals.
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EQUITABLE SOLUTIONS TO

#  GLOBAL SOCIETAL CHALLENGES REQUIRE A

FOCUS ON EQUITY AT THE LOCAL LEVEL

WHAT ARE EQUITABLE NbS?

Equitable NbS are fair, respectful, socially responsive,
and socially inclusive. They engender wellbeing for the
groups and individuals situated at or near to the NbS

site, providing more for those who need more.
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particularly for the most vulnerable

EXAMPLES OF SOCIETAL CHALLENGES INCLUDE:

- climate change

- food and water security

- natural disasters

- human health

- economic and social development
- biodiversity loss

- poverty

- environmental degradation
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SOCIAL EQUITY AS A PROCESS

focusing on the most vulnerable during the design, planning and implementation of
NbS interventions and actions

CONSIDER CONSTRAINTS TO EQUITY

Constraints includes factors or existing processes as well as preconditions
(often overlooked) that make achieving social equity in NbS challenging
(though not necessarily impossible).

:
‘1}3
g
(¥
Human capacity
Individual, organisational, and

_\
Governance
Informal, customary or legal, and

: societal capabilities includin
|di$\tlger;aantrjlgsrtﬁgj‘;ogbasnd 'vE X} v formalised: laws, regulations, training, e%u(ation, and skHIg
ry vV 1 Physical procedural requirements, development
institutional arrangements,
Procedural Non-climate physical or tenure systems
Inclusive and effective participation § . biogeographical barriers
in rule and decision-making for Financial
NbS, transparency and access to \\\.
1 information in appropriate forms, ?_“955 “‘7 S®eo~
access to justice, and access to a inanda _I N
k ’ consultative process to negotiate SIS n e
() conditions of NbS - ) Environmental Structural
Distributional Social/Cultural Feonome sz sy S
Existing livelihoods, temperature, systemic and macro-level
Fairness of distribution of benefits Social norms, identity, place  economic structures, precipitation, salinity, socio-political and
of NbS between different groups, Information attachment, beliefs, and economic mobility, ~ extreme events (droughts, ~ €conomic biases that
including current and future 4 worldviews, values, including lack of floods, storms), including ~ Perpetuate poverty,
generations, and the mitigation of ( Awareness or access to awareness, education, social  economic structure or the effects of climate inequality and inequity
burdens of the NbS information or technology ~justice, social support, history  livelihood alternatives  change on these aspects across scales
KEY LITERATURE Funded by

1.Cohen-Shacham, E., etal. (2019). Core principles for successfully

ing and upscaling Natt

based Solutions. £ Science & Policy 98: 20-29. https://doi.org/10.1016/}.envsci.2019.04.014

2.Hamann, M., et al. (2018). Inequality and the Biosphere. Annual Review of Environment and Resources 43(1): 61-83. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ102017-025949

3.Klein, RJ.T., et al. (2014). Adaptation opportunities, constraints, and limits. In: Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Part A: Global and Sectoral Aspects. Contribution of Working Group Il to the Fifth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Field, C.B., et al (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA, pp. 899-943. https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/WGIIARS-Chap16 FINAL.pdf

4.Leach, M., etal. (2018). Equity and sustainability in the Anthropocene: a social—ecological systems perspective on their ined futures. Global ility. https://doi.org/10.1017/5u5.2018.12

N., etal. (2021). Getting the message right on nature-based solutions to climate change. Glob Chang Biol. https://doi.org/10.1111/gch. 15513

etal. (2021). Global evidence of constraints and limits to human adaptation. Regional Environmental Change 21(3). https.//doi.org/10.1007/510113-021-01808-9

7.Zafra-Calvo, N., et al. (2017). Towards an indicator system to assess equitable management in protected areas. Biological Conservation 211: 134-141. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/}.biocon.2017.05.014

(&) IDRC- CRDI
Canada


https://www.idrc.ca/en
http://www.acdi.uct.ac.za/towards-equitable-and-sustainable-nature-based-solutions-tes-nbs
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2019.04.014
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ102017-025949
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ102017-025949
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/WGIIAR5-Chap16_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/WGIIAR5-Chap16_FINAL.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/sus.2018.12
https://doi.org/10.1017/sus.2018.12
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10113-021-01808-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2017.05.014

