EGS3021: Sustainability and the Environment

Practical: Vulnerability video
2019 outline

Prac 1: Digital storytelling and fieldwork preparation 

2 –2.20pm: Introduction to Prac 
2.20 – 2.30pm: Group assignment 
2.30 – 3.15: Development of vulnerability assessment approach and video plan
3.14 – 4pm: Presentation on video making

4.00 – 4.15pm: Feedback from groups
Guidelines
Decide on a research question to frame your group’s vulnerability assessment that you will undertake during your visits. The question should be about a certain person/individual and how they reduced their vulnerability to the drought. Although you might focus on their sensitivity, the intention is to capture how people adapted to the drought.  Two vulnerability assessment tools should be used with the individual/group you visit to form the basis of your video documentation.  The implementation of the tools can be supported by other video material (text, photos, stories, music).  
During the prac you will get into a group of 4 people, preferably those you don’t know. The reason for this is to encourage you to work with those you don’t know, as often different perspectives can strengthen insight into vulnerability as well as concepts for the video.  

During the prac you will pilot the 2 methods you have chosen with your group.  Refining the methods will depend on who you are able to visit and film.  In your group, plan your process and the steps that will be needed to produce a video. Everyone has different strengths to bring. Discuss who you think will undertake different roles (planning the visit, interviewing/running tools, translating, filming, editing, selecting music etc).  

At the end of the session one member must make a presentation to the class, on flipchart paper, of the intended focus of the vulnerability assessment, 2 methods chosen and filming plan.  
Field visit 
You are expected to organize your own field visits. During your fieldwork you will be expected to work as a group and implement your 2 tools.  You should plan for about 1  - 1 ½ hours to complete your tasks and videoing. If translation is needed, the exercise will take longer.  You may need a second visit when you put the video material together and see what additional material would supplement the video.  

You are encouraged to take some refreshments (snacks and drinks) for the participants given they are giving of their time but not receiving any financial payment.  
Remember that you should be well prepared by having decided who is taking what role, how you will run the process and who will document it (cameras, audio recording, flip charts).  You may want to have a back-up plan if your 2 chosen tools don’t work or if there is bad weather/wind that hampers with the filming.  

Recognise that this is a sensitive process. You have not necessarily had the opportunity to earn the trust of the people you are working with so respect what they want to share and that they are doing you a favour by participating in this exercise.  Please explain to them that this is part of your coursework and that you are learning how to undertake research and produce a digital story and appreciate their time and participation.  You are required to get the participant(s) to sign a consent form and need to discuss the sharing of video material with them.  
Once you have established your question and approach and done the vulnerability assessment in the field, you are encouraged to develop a storyboard to guide your video production.  

Prac 2: Video festival and assessment 

Video guidelines

The focus is on telling the story of the lived reality of responding to the Cape Town drought.  Your video is expected to unpack the concept of adaptive capacity as part of vulnerability. In the past groups often worked with a group of fishers or farmers, or small businesses for example. For the video, it is fine to work with a group but you are also welcome to just work with one individual and tell their story.  

· Final video must be uploaded by 24 April 11am (on a private YouTube site)
· The videos will be shown during the prac.  There will be peer marking of the video using a rubric.  

· Videos must be 2 – 3 minutes in length (permission required for longer videos)
· Credits at the end of the video should reflect the roles that different group members played. 
Prac 3: Reflection on video process and vulnerability assessments 
Details will be provided in class around reflecting on lessons learned on

· vulnerability assessment methods

· digital storytelling
· engaging in participatory research and video as part of learning
You will be expected to respond to a few questions individually before the prac and then reflect individually and as a group during the final prac. 
Ethics
Everybody you film needs to sign an ethics form.

Many people are not comfortable with video so you need to obtain consent before filming. 
You need to get permission for the video to be shown in class. You can request permission to share it online, but first the people videoed should be shown the film before they give permission to share publicly.  
It is important to show the people the film you took. This is often hard but please make an effort to do this. Compensation can be given for transport to visit the people to show the video.  
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